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BnCAmVOODWIDGER  HUBulL  DISTRICT 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1955 


Mr, Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
3 1st  December,  1955>  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 


The  general  health  of  the  district  may  bo  described  as 
exceptionally  good  throughout  the  year.  There  was  no  epidemic 
and  tho  children  remained  healthy  and  well  nourished. 

The  vital  statistics  sot  out  belcw  compare  favourably 
with  those  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres'' 29,294. 

Population  - 1931  Census 2,177* 

Population  - 1951  CtOnsus  . 2,028. 

Estimated  Home  Population  - mid  1955**  2,020. 

Parishes  6. 

Number  of  inhabited  nouses...  585* 

Rateable  Value £4,620. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate £18.  6.  8. 

Loan  Debt £47, 010 .3 -H  • 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births. 
Legitimate . . 
Illegitimate 


Male  Re male  Total 

12  15  27 

11  15 

1 


Ci'ude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ....  13»4 

Corrected  Birth  Rate ‘ 14.2 

Still  Births - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births  - 


England  & L'nlcs 

15.0 

23.1 


1 


Tv^le  Female  Total 


Deaths 


10  6 1 6 


England  & 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population..  7*9  I'' *7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 8.6 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes - 

Maternal  Mortality “ 0.64 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. - 

Infant  Mortality... - 24.9 


The  chief  causes  of  de;‘th  vere  is  follOYns:- 

Heart  disease 0 

Cancer 3 

Ccrehril  vascular  disease  3 

Coronary  disease 1 

No  n- p u Im o n a r y t u b e r cu  1 o s i s 1 

Accident  il 1 

Other  c''’.usos 1 


Tot-^lj  l6 


Age  of  Death  T^Oale 


Age  at  death  Male 

Infants  under  1 year - 

1 - 5 years - 

(r  n tr  ” 


I J - I 

25“35  ;;  

35“  45  2 

45-55  ;;  1 

55“  02  

65-75  " 2 

75  over  4 


Female 


1 

2 


3 


Totals^  10 


6 


2 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

n;'hese  remain  as  in  previous  years  and  are  gai  orally 
adequate.  The  majority  of  habies  are  born  at  the  Old  Tree 
Maternity  Home,  Launceston,  which  is  in  Cornv/all,  This 
for  som-e  time  caused  confusion  in  the  local  records,  but  a 
voluntary  arrangenient  has  been  made  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  that  district  which  is  proving  satisfactory. 

The  health  of  the  children  is  good  and  so  is  their 
cleanliness.  During  the  year  no  children  needed  convalescence, 
home  teaching  or  to  bo  sent  to  special  schools.  Thirty- 
three  children  received  their  d iphferia  immunisation  booster 
doses  ct  school  and  about  twelve  inf  ints  uid;  schoolchildren 
were  immunised  for  the  first  time.  The  children  have  their 
eyes  tested  and  teeth  inspected  annually. 


Infectious  Diseases 

None  of  the  serious  infectious  diseases  occui-red. 

Hive  c-vses  of  Measles  and  two  cescs  of  Scarl-..t  Hover  were 
notified  by  the  doctors  during  the  year. 

Five  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  from  North  Pc;theiwin  School. 

Tuberculosis  - No  new  cases  of  'Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  One  death  v/as  recorded  from  Non -pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  **t  the  end  of  the  year  eight  cases  remained  on 
the  register  - 7 Pulmonary  and  1 Non-rulmonary . 


In  conclusion  I would  thank  the  Council 
hearing  I alv^ays  receivu,  and  Mr.  Judd  who 
kindly  prepared  the  Section  on  Housing  and 


for  the  ready 
has  once  again 
Sanitation, 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E .D  .ALLEIt-HRICE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SANIT.iRY  IIISOO'JOH'S  mi^QM 


Mr  .Chairm.nn  Hnd  GGntlcmcn, 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 


CoomUeshend  Cross 

A pair  of  traditional  Council  Houses  v7‘is  oornpletod  on  this 
site  during  the  year. 


Tredov.'n  Gate 


A tender  of  £3,498  vjas  accepted  for  a p'r^ir  of  traditional 
houses.  ?/ork  on  this  Contract  had  not  started  a.t  the  end  of 
the  year. 


The  Council  houses  completed  or  in  accepted  tenders  in  Parishes 
are  as  follows o- 

PARISH  COIELETEL  CONTIUCT  ACCEPTED 


Broadvvoodvvidger  8 

North  Petherv7in  6 

Northcott  Hamlet  Ml 

St .Giles-in-the-Heath  6 


Virginstowe  2 

Werrington  8 


2 


30 


2 


Private  Enterprise  Houses  completed  during  the  year 3 

The  following  plans  were  approved:- 

Council  Houses  ... 

Private  D/^elling  Houses.. 

Alterations  and  Additions 

Enlarging  Petrol  Hilling  Station.  1 

Agricultural  buildings 5 
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Housing  iiCt  1 949 » irDprovoD'ie nt  Grants 

The  Council  has  offered  an  Improvemont  Grant  in  the 
case  of  all  applications  rocoived  where  the  applicant  could 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Completed  during  the  years- 


Additional  dwelling  by  dividing  existing  house  1 

Improvements  to  existing  dwellings  

Grant  offered,  work  in  progress 1 

Grant  offered  subject  to  satisfactory  plans  and 

Sv.'ccif  ic  :it  ion 1 

Grant  refused  1 


The  tot'-’.l  v-.'.luc  of  the  Grants  paid 
HOUSING  S TATIST ICS ” 


and  offered 

to , . 


wmount 

£1,310.0.0 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  ycar;- 

(a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  ^'^cts 28 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2. 

(e)  No. of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925/32 15 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purposvj l5 


3#  No.  of  dwelling  housus  found  to  be  in  a state  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit  for  human 
habitation 1 

4.  Dwelling  houses  (c.xolusivG  of  those  under  preceding 
sub-heading)  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 


habitation  14 

5.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the 

service  of  I^ormal  Notices 12 

No. of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 
by  Local  Authority  or  Officer- 

Housing  Act Nil 

Public  Health  Act... 2 

6.  Notices  under  Section  11, Housing  ilct  193^  Property 

since  demolished 1 


7«  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given 
by  the  own'^rs  under  Section  11  and  still  in  force.. 


1 


1 

1 


i 

1 

i 


• 


1 


I 


I 

I 


i 

' I 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  Al^TD  RENT  ACT  19^4 


The  Council,  having  considered  reports  on  the  number  of  houses 
that  will  require  demolition  during  the  next  five  years,  has 
decided  that  10  properties  will  fall  into  this  category. 

In  such  a sparsely  XTopulated  rural  district  as  this  where  the 
largest  village  does  not  consist  of  more  than  20  houses  the 
question  of  slum  clearance  is  indeed  a problem.  There  will  be 
no  Clearance  Aread  and  the  individual  houses  to  be  demolished  will 
be  isolated  properties  occupied  mainly  by  active  or  retired 
agricultural  workers.  with  the  steady  national  drift  from  the 
land  it  is  remarkable  that  in  this  district  with  no  Indus trj^  but 
agriculture  (there  is  not  even  a working  Quarry,  a firm  of 
builders  and  only  one  shop  v?here  staff  is  employed  and  one  licensed 
premises)  and  where  virtually  all  the  retired  population  have  been 
associated  with  the  land  that  the  population  over  the  last  20  odd 
years  has  been  virtually  static. 

The  cottages,  many  of  which  are  very  isolated,  are  linked  with 
the  sole  industry  of  agriculture  and  arc  usually  near  the  place  of 
work  of  the  occupier.  His  new  homo  will  probohly  be  some  tvv-o 
miles  away  from  his  v^ork . His  wife  will  have  little  more  social 
life  in  her  new  Home  as  none  of  the  villages  has  mere  than  a small 
general  store  and  no  x)l-:icc  of  amusement  whils 't  the  children,  on 
reaching  11  years  of  ago,  are  taken  by  bus  to  either  Launceston 
or  Okehampton  to  complete  their  education.  It  v-^ill  bs  interesting 
to  see  if,  during  the  coming  20  years,  the  population  will  still 
remain  static  - it  is  difficult  to  visualise  anything  but  i decline 
in  population. 

The  average  rent  of  cottages  in  the  district,  and  this  refers  to 
untied  cottages,  is  still  only  5/“  V'^eek  while 't  many  ire  let  ct  a 
lower  rent  even  tho.n  5/“  week  vvdth  correspondingly  low  Rateable 
values.  In  this  respect  it  is  interesting  to  notL.  that  of 
houses  in  the  district  no  l^ss  than  3^5  0^  62^;e  ar^^  a, :ricultural 
dwelling  houses,  whilst  of  the  remaining  225  i-ouscs  some  161  or 
71^  have  a Rateahle  Value  of  £1 0 a year  or  l^ss|  the  average  cottage 
Rateable  V-^luc  is  ,-ib  out  £7  per  annum. 

The  Council's  policy  is  to  advertise  in  the  press  every  new  or 
re-let  Council  House.  A study  of  the  list  of  ap})licants  le  ives 
one  firmly  convinced  that  few  of  our  agricultural  workers  living 
in  poor  and  low  rented  houses  are  willing  to  give  the  extra  £1  or 
more  a v'^eek  to  pay  for  the  amenities  of  a modei’n  Council  House. 

One  can  but  conclude  that  whilst  most  eould  appreciate  modern 
conveniences  few  arc  prepared  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  those  amenities. 
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My  cxpcrionco  is  that  in  order  to  attract  new  agricultural 
labour  into  the  district  to  replace  the  normal  wastage  through 
old  age  and  other  causes  it  is  becoming  increasingly  necessary 
to  be  able  to  offer  the  worker  and  his  family  a good  cottage 
viith  modern  -amenities  at  a low  rent;  in  a district  such  as  this 
the  question  vvhether  the  cottage  should  be  provided  by  the 
Council  or  by  the  em.ployer  in  the  form  of  a tied  cottage  is  a 
debatable  point  of  policy. 

Unfortunately  it  is  but  a stinll  pv^rcentage,  of  agricultural 
v7orkers  cottages  in  this  district  which  are  suitable  for 
Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act;  1949  ’'ud  the  Housing 
(financial  Provisions)  _iCt  whereby  a grant  to  a landlord  of  HI  9 
per  annum  (at  present  reduced  to  £10  per  ainum)  for  40  years 
for  the  provision  of  a new  agricultural  workers  cotrage  under 
certain  conditions,  has  not  been  used  in  a simple  c ise . One 
cannot  help  feeling  th-at  if  a lump  sum  grant  in  the  region  of 
40fo  of  the  total  cost  was  avail-^ble  to  a landlord  wishing  to 
build  a new  farmworkers  cottage  under  approved  conditions  many 
Owners,  who  are  not  attracted  by  a small  annual  payment  over  an 
extended  period,  would  be  prepared  to  build  nc\w  cottages  for 
their  workers  to  be  let  at  a low  rent. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Bakeries 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


Slaughter  Houses 

There  is  only  one  licensed  slaughter-house  at  which  conditions 
are  satisfactory  and  the  quality  of  the  meat  is  excellent. 

Milk 

'There  is  only  one  milk  producer  as  defined  under  the  Milk  5c 
Dairies  Regulations  and  she  has  a supplementai-y  licence  for  the 
recail  of  Pasteurised  Milk.  With  this  exception  all  the  milk 
production  is  carried  on  by  producers  and  producer-retailors 
and  the  supervision  of  such  premises  is  carried  out  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries. 
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Water  Supplies 


During  the  y^^ar  22  domestic  and  11  farms  v;ere  connected 
to  the  North  Devon  IVater  Board  ••  ain  betvvuen  Ivy  House  and 
Box  ' s Shop . 

I 

The  Bore  Hole  scheme  for  supplying  the  Pethorvvin  Gate- 
Bo  loq  Bridge  area  is  awaiting  Blinistry  approval  of  a storting 
date . 


Refuse  Collection 


is  collected  monthly  in  that  p :irt  of  the  district 
Petherwin  Gate,  Langdon,  Lad;ycrops  and  yeolm.bridgc3 . 
of  the  remainder  of  tho  district  is  served  with  n, 
collection. 

Factories 


Refuse 
includ ing 
About  75% 
quarterly 


There  are  only  two  factories  registerv-d  under  the  Factories  Act 
1937  neither  case  was  it  necessary  to  Sorve  any  notice. 


In  conclusion  I wish  bo  thank  the  Council  for  the  support 
and  r^.;ady  hearing  which  they  always  give  me. 


I am,  Gent lumen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  A.  JUDD 

Sanitary  Inspector 


